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would make right. It must therefore be held
together by the necessary bonds of law. If its
members do well, though approved, they are not
rewarded; because they only do their duty. If
any of them do ill, they must be punished, be-
cause the rights of others must be protected.
This is so evident that no amount of reasoning or
of illustration can make it plainer.

2. Every man acts voluntarily, and his conduct
is the result of his belief, and bears to it the rela-
tion of effect to cause. Both partake of the same
moral quality, and are alike worthy of the same
praise or blame. If his belief be right, his con-
duct will be right; if his belief be wrong, his con-
duct will be wrong. Hence the accuracy of that
descriptive passage of Scripture: "As a man
thinketh in his heart, so is he."

3. Therefore all men are responsible for their
belief, since all voluntary conduct flows from it,
like effect from cause.   The only reason why both
are not treated alike by human law is because of
its weakness and necessary limitation.   It can not
reach the seat of belief, and so prevent the overt
acts of human wickedness.   It can not go into the
realm of thought and pronounce a verdict of ac-
quittal or of guilt as to any prescribed course of
conduct.   But what human law can not do, divine
law can; it enters into the domain of the moral
world, and extends to the thoughts and intents of
every heart.   It can not be otherwise in moral
government.    The Law-giver therefore holds all
men responsible for their BELIEF, because of their